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CAST AND LOCATION

C.S. Lewis

Max McLean

Location Lewis’ Study, Magdalen College, Oxford, 1950

A NOTE ABOUT THE PLAY

In 1950, C.S. Lewiis received a letter from
a young American writer expressing his
struggle to believe Christianity because
he thought it “too good to be true.”
Lewis responded, “My own position at
the threshold of Christianity was exactly
the opposite of yours. You wish it were
true; | strongly hoped it was not..Do
you think people like Stalin, Hitler,
Haldane, Stapledon (a corking good
writer, by the way) would be pleased
on waking up one morning to find that
they were not their own masters...that
there was nothing even in the deepest
recesses of their thoughts about which
they could say to Him, ‘Keep out!
Private. This is my business”? Do you?
Rats!...Their first reaction would be (as
mine was) rage and terror.”

This was Lewis' mindset before he
“gave in" as he put it. Lewis embraced
materialism, a worldview also known as
“atheism,” “naturalism,” “determinism”
or “reductionism”. What they all hold
in common is the view that all of life,
every action, emotion or perception,
can be reduced to pre-existing physical
causes all the way back to the Big
Bang. There is no need to appeal
to a supernatural source. God is not
required to explain or define origin,
meaning, ethics or destiny.

For many years, Lewis was a defender
of this view. And given his rhetorical
gifts and love of debate one could see
him fit into the “New Atheist” camp
with the likes of the late Christopher
Hitchens or Sam Harris.

This play is an exploration of Lewis’
dramatic conversion from this position
to Christianity. It is my view that his
vibrancy and resonance as a Christian
apologist is rooted in this experience.

The primary sources for this play were
Lewis’ autobiography Surprised by Joy
as well as his Collected Letters. | also
relied on several of his books and
essay collections including The Problem
of Pain, The Weight of Glory, Mere
Christianity, God in the Dock, Present
Concerns and Christian Reflections.
Last, | was greatly helped by the
many biographies and critical insights
by Douglas Gresham, Walter Hooper,
Devin Brown, Tim Keller, Alan Jacobs,
Jerry Root, Andrew Lazo, George
Sayer, David Downing, Alister McGrath,
Armand Nicholi, Sheldon Vanauken,
Kenneth Tynan and A.N. Wilson to
name a few.

This play takes place prior to the
publication of Lewis' first Narnia story
and well before he met his wife, Joy
Davidman. That may beg the question
“will there be a sequel”? Well...there
is! The journey continues in C.S. Lewis
on Stage: Further Up & Further In on
tour now.

A {a

Max McLean



MAX MCcLEAN (CS. Lewis, Co-Direction,
Adaptation) As playwright/adaptor: The
Screwtape Letters, CS. Lewis on Stage: The
Most Reluctant Convert, The Great Divorce,
Genesis and Mark’s Gospel. Co-writer with
Chris Cragin-Day of Martin Luther on Trial. As
actor, created the role of C.S. Lewis in The Most
Reluctant Convert play and in the interna-
tional hit film based on it, The Most Reluctant
Convert: The Untold Story of CS. Lewis; CS.
Lewis in CS. Lewis on Stage: Further Up &
Further In; Screwtape (NYC, London, National
Tour), Mark in Mark’s Gospel (Chicago, Jeff
Award for Solo Performance) and Storyteller
in Genesis (NYC, National Tour). Max is the
2022 recipient of the CS. Lewis Foundation
Award for Distinguished Lifetime Contributions
in Faith and Dramatic Arts. Additionally, he has
narrated the Bible five times as well as John
Bunyan'’s Pilgrim’s Progress and Classics of
the Christian Faith. His narrations received
four Audie Award nominations. He is the
Founder and Artistic Director of Fellowship
for Performing Arts. Max enjoys time with the
grandkids and a round of golf. Ephesians 2:10.

KEN DENISON/ARUBA PRODUCTIONS
(Director/Executive Producer) is a general
management and executive producing orga-
nization that manages and produces shows
worldwide. Ken was Associate Producer
for Disney's The Lion King on Broadway
and around the world. Ken serves as the
Executive Producer for FPA's productions
including C.S. Lewis’ The Screwtape Letters,
The Great Divorce, Martin Luther on Trial,
C.S. Lewis on Stage: The Most Reluctant
Convert (also co-director), A Man for All
Seasons and Shadowlands. Ken's additional
credits include Human Nature in Las Vegas
and worldwide, Back Home Again (featuring
the songs of John Denver), Broadway & The
Bard (starring Len Cariou), Songbird (Off
Broadway), Executive Producer for Desperate
Measures, Doctor Zhivago in Australia and on
Broadway and An Officer and A Gentleman in

Australia. Ken was also the General Manager
and Director of Production and Operations
for the renowned Old Globe Theatre in San
Diego for 15 years.

KELLY JAMES TIGHE (Scenic Design) Off-
Broadway and national tour cred-
its include Martin Luther on Trial,
Shadowlands, The Most Reluctant
Convert, The Great Divorce, The Fantasticks,
Almost Heaven, Movin’ Out, Shear
Madness and Cats. Other credits:
Disney theatrical, Paper Mill Playhouse,
San Jose Repertory Theatdre, Laguna
Playhouse, Center REPertory Company,
SlowBurn Theater, Arts Center of Coastal
Carolina, Sacramento Theatre Company,
Gateway Playhouse, Broadway by the Bay,
Contra Costa Musical Theatre, Diablo Theatre
Company and Ray of Light Theatre. Kelly's
theatrical work is published in the text-
book Scene Design and Stage Lighting and
his work as an illustrator has been published
in Mooseltoe, A Moose and a Dream. Awards
and recognitions include the San Francisco
Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle, DramalLogue
and the Shellie Awards. kjtdesign.com

MICHAEL BEVINS (Costume Designer)
Michael is happy to be collaborating with Max
McLean and Ken Denison on another FPA
production after The Most Reluctant Convert,
The Screwtape Letters and Shadowlands.
Recent films include The God Committee
with Kelsey Grammar and Julia Stiles, Clean
with Adrien Brody and The Bread Factory
by Patrick Wang with Tyne Daly and Janeane
Garofalo. Television credits include two sea-
sons of Amazon’s series Alpha House star-
ring John Goodman and Bill Murray, and
two seasons of the web series Cop Show
with Colin Quinn and Jerry Seinfeld. He has
also designed costumes for numerous Off-
Broadway plays, including Sidd, White’s Lies,
All Eyes and Ears, Machiavelli and Good Ol
Girls. www.michaelbevins.com

GEOFFREY D. FISHBURN (Lighting
Designer). Lighting Design - New
York: Almost Heaven, Martin Luther on Trial,
The Great Divorce and The Most Reluctant
Convert. Lighting Design - Regional: Mary
Poppins, Miss Saigon, The Little Mermaid, The
Addams Family, Titanic, Peter Pan, Hairspray,
Beauty and the Beast, Phantom, Jekyll and
Hyde, Gypsy, The Wiz and Jacques Brel Is
Alive and Well and Living in Paris. Assistant
Sound Design — New York & National
Tours: Dreamgirls, West Side Story, The
Secret Garden, Nixon in China and Jerome
Robbins’ Broadway. Associate Sound Design —
Regional: Yankee Doodle Dandy, The Wizard
of Oz, My Fair Lady and The Spoleto Festival.

JOHN GROMADA (Composer/Sound
Designer) FPA: Paradise Lost, A Man for All
Seasons, Shadowlands, The Screwtape
Letters, The MostReluctantConvertand The Great
Divorce. Broadway (Composer and/or Sound
Design): 41 productions, induding Birthday
Candles, All My Sons, Torch Song, The
Elephant Man, The Trip to Bountiful (Tony
nomination), The Best Man (Drama Desk
Award), Clybourne Park, Seminar, The
Columnist, A Bronx Tale, Prelude to a
Kiss, Proof, Sight Unseen, Rabbit Hole, Twelve
Angry Men and A Few Good Men. Other
New York: The Young Man from Atlanta,
The Cake, Amy and the Orphans, Old Hats,
Dada Woof Papa Hot, Ripcord, My Name Is
Asher Lev, Measure for Measure (Delacorte
Theater), The Orphans’ Home Cycle (Drama
Desk and Henry Hewes Awards), Shipwrecke
d!.. (Lucille Lortel Award), The Skriker (Drama
Desk Award) and Machinal (Obie Award). His
regional theatre credits number more than
300 productions at major regional theatres.
Television credits include a score for the Emmy
Award-nominated film version of The Trip to
Bountiful. Johngromada.net

ROCCO DISANTI (Projection Design)
Broadway: The Snow Geese, The Columnist,
Wit, Collected Stories and Time Stands Still.

Off Broadway: Incident at Vichy (Signature),
Desire, Lift, Inner Voices, Wide Awake
Hearts (59E59), Completeness (Playwrights
Horizons), A Second Chance (The Public)
and more. Regional: Fly, The Threepenny
Opera, Spin, Company and A Second Chance
(Signature Theatre). Kansas City: Swing!,
Lift and The Adventure of Fishy Waters: in
Bed with The Blues (Crossroads). AWARDS:
Nominated for a 2012 Henry Hewes Design
Award for Completeness.

LEW MEAD (Production Manager and Stage
Manager) Broadway engineering credits
include: A Chorus Line, Dreamgirls and Bring
Back Birdie. Broadway design credits include
Onward Victoria, Tom Sawyer, Urinetown,
The King and | and Wonderful Town. Touring
credits include Julie Andrews and Leslie
Uggams. Fellowship for Performing Art cred-
its include The Screwtape Letters, The Great
Divorce and C.S. Lewis on Stage: The Most
Reluctant Convert. Lew is the Director of
Autograph A2D an audio distribution com-
pany located in New York City and London.

FELLOWSHIP FOR PERFORMING ARTS
(Producer) Fellowship for Performing Arts is
a New York City-based film and theatre pro-
duction company founded by Artistic Director
Max McLean. FPA's mission is to produce the-
atre and film from a Christian worldview that
engages diverse audiences. In its New York
seasons it has produced Shadowlands, C.S.
Lewis on Stage: The Most Reluctant Convert,
The Great Divorce, Martin Luther on Trial,
The Screwtape Letters, A Man for All Seasons
and Paradise Lost. FPA tours at universities
(Brown, Princeton, UC Berkeley and more)
and in major performing arts centers across
the country. FPA is the producer of the inter-
national hit film The Most Reluctant Convert:
The Untold Story of C.S. Lewis and its newest
theatrical production C.S. Lewis on Stage:
Further Up & Further In. FPAtheatre.com
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Terry & Julie Gorman
William & Joanne Gough
Karen Graf

Kathleen Green

Thomas Greenberg & Barbara
Dwyer

Steve & Maao Greene
Gordon & Denise Greenhill
Michael & Carol Gregg
Margaret & Megan Elizabeth
Greig

Michael & Barbara Grey
Ed Hajim

Martha Haley

Erik & Hope Hansen
Mary Hanson

George & Ruth Harms
Russell & Maarit Harp
Morris Harper

Timothy & Tiari Harris
Mark & Nancy Harris
Carol Harris

Ed Harrison

Darin & Kristine Hawley
Matthew & Arlene Heard

Judy & Robert Heaton
Kristin Heggem

Gail & Bob Heinonen
Joel & Catheryn Helton
Matt Henderson

Bernard & Rita Henze
James & Susan Herbert
Linda Heydrick

Gregory & Susan Holmgren
Brad Hoopman

Nancy Hoover

Michael & Sara Horne
Scott & Janyne Hormnung
Mr. & Dr. Amnold & Margaret
Horwitz

Jean Hosken

Thomas & Rosawitha
Houghton

Ben House

Stephen & Kristine Hrncir
Vinson & Sharal Huegele
Dr. & Mrs. William & Marilyn
Ingram

Sharon Jersted

Blake Johnson
Christopher Johnson
Gary Johnson

Joe Johnson & Darlene Mitchell
Linda Jones

Dale & Cindy Jorgenson
George Jost

Kristi Keller

Janelle & Carie Kennedy
Robert & Amber Kenny
Leevi Kiil

David & Kathleen Kitchin
Russ Kline

Rev. & Mrs. Amold & Carol
Klukas

David & Ann Knowles
Karen Koehler-Cesa
William & Katherine Kreager
Holly Kreisler

Kathryn Krivacek
Elizabeth Kuczera

Barry & Marsha Lacy
Mark & Kim Laforet

Dr. Curt Lafrance

Gary & Cheryl Landis

Dr. Michael Landwehr
Mark & Susan Lanen

Jon & Linda Larson
William Latimer

Kenneth Laura

Douglas & Marion Lee
Roseanna Lee

Brian & Denise Leftow
Charlene Lindner

Walter & Megan Lindsay
Steve Litchfield

Ginger Lowe-Smith

Peter and Gwen Ludwig
John & Donna Luebbe



FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE

Joel & Wendy Lundberg
Jean Lundell

Robin Lundy

Barbara Lyles

Robert Malcolm

Dr. Dianne Martin

Ronald & Nikki Martin
Scott & Jeanne Martin
Ricco Martinez

David Massie

Thomas Matte

Shannon Matthews

Rick Mccarthy

William & Colleen McCrary
Ann & William McCulloch
Kenneth McCune

William McElroy

Stephen & Karlene McGibbon
Andrew and Mayda Mcgowen
Robert & Linda McGurn
Patricia McNamee

William & Barbara McSpadden
Jackie Mears

Albert & Anne Menard
Nicholas & Leslie Merrick
Sheron Mersch

Wes & Kathy Mesko

Bill Mester & Mary Ann
Christian

Maureen Meyer

Timothy Middleton

Mina and Tony Milburn
Christopher & Victoria Miles
Craig & Sharon Miller

Dr. & Mrs. Merrill and Jena
Morey

Sharon Morrison

Georgie Moseley

Glenn & Ester Mott

Carl Mower

Janet & Gary Mull

Lori Mulliniks

Dennis Murphy

Stuart Murray

Robert Myatt

Jennifer Neal

Slade Neighbors

Ronald & Betty Nelson

JD & Sylvia Neufeld

Randy & Pamela Newman
Scott & Patti Nichols
Steve & Linda Nielsen
Stephen & Carolyne Nielson
Lynn & Cary Nolan

Kurt Oliver

John & Christine Olsen
Carroll & Timothy Olson
Peter O'Rourke

Dale & Jean Orwig

Roger and Pamela Page
Wayne Parker

Anthony Parrott

Barry & Rebekah Pate
Todd Pearson

Trevor & Jennifer Penick
Rosalie Perez

Warren & Verna Peterson
Lynn Pfost

Linda Phillips

John Pitzer & Patricia Morris
Jennifer & Jeffrey Plunkett
Duane & Janet Porch
Jonathan Porter

David & Beverly Porter
Tamea Price

Jim & Karen Pruitt

Charles & Karletta Pruszynski
John Purcell

David & Karen Radcliffe
Aruna Ratnavibhushana
Wade & Marilyn Reed
Matthew Rejmaniak
Eugene & Terri Rhodes
Jann & Rob Rice

George & Twana Richard
Jonathan & Lorena Richter
Jay & Gretchen Riley
David Ringrose

Betty Rives

James & Betty Roberson
Bruce & Sheila Robertson
Don Rollins

Jerry & Claudia Root

Eric Rothdeutsch

Michael Rothe

Briana Rouse

Julie & John Ruble

Jack & Pamela Ruoff
George & Leonore Russell
Steven & Debbie Sanchez
Diane Sanders

Martha Saylor

Glenn & Ariel Scheirer
Beverly Scheliga

Bradley Schenck

Vernon & Ellie Schmidt
Michael & Cheri Schneider
Robert & Virginia Schofield
Douglas & Jill Schulz
Charles Scott

Thomas & Kelly Scurich
Daniel & Nancy Sharp
Marion Sharp

Rhonda Sharp

Richard & Judith Shelton
Bradford Shingleton

Dale & Susan Shirasago
John & Linda Siefker
Dennis & Christine Silvia
Preston and Virginia Simpson
Stacy & David Singledecker
Mr. Steve & Dr. Cindy Smith
Greg & Joyce Smith

James & Diana Smith
Shannon Sorzano

John & Nancy Southard
Brian & Emily Spencer
James & Linda Spitser
Vicky & Spodeck

Gary & Jill Spooner

Frank & Arlana St. Clair
Bryan St. Peters

Todd & Julie Starcher

Mike Starmer

Tracey Steever Fanelli

Paul & Linda Steinbart

Lyle & Sarah Stephenson
Kenneth & Lois Stern
Patricia Stichweh

Charles & Joy Strnad
Margaret Stubbs

David Stuhr

Jan Stull

Linda Sundberg

Wayne & Tamara Swindler

Dr. & Mrs. Marc & Beth
Swiontkowski

Debra Szemplinski
Lorena Taracena

Kimberly Tarlton Johnson
Jan Taylor

Steven Techet
Christopher & Lois Teeter
Dr. & Mrs. David & Mickey
Templin

John Thomas

Kirk Thomsen

Joshua Thorsvik

Douglas & Janet Todd
Lewis & Janice Toland

Clif & Connie Tooley
Marcia & Allan Tremmel
Jordan & Pamela Truchan
Michael Turley

Donald & Darla Turlington
Michael & Seana Turner
Dr. & Mrs. Donald & Kathleen
Tyndall

Charles & Catherine Vaaler
Lee & Ellen Vaughn

Don & Lois Verleur
Marian Vollum

Jessica Wagner

Robert Wakefield-Carl
Dianne Walsh

Patty Warshaw

John & Susan Webb

Kurt & Cynthia Weinand
Mark Wels

Robert Wilson

William Wilson

Michael Wise

Brad & Maryanne Wise
Herb & Carol Wissel
Walter and Karen Woessner
Robert & Jean Wohleber
Mary Jo & Paul Wohlers
Diane Wood Gaughen
David & Nancy Worth
Brent & Erin Wyper

Ryoko Yaryan

Richard Zavoluk & Mary Burns
Anonymous (9)

The names on this list were last updated on 8/15/2022. Every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy of this list. Please call us with any questions or corrections. FPA values the donations of our
many other supporters and friends and extends our deepest gratitude to all. To join our Fellowship
Circle, visit: fpatheatre.com/support, email Giving@FPAtheatre.com or call us at 212.582.2920.

Platinum Circle ($100,000 +), Gold Circle ($25,000 - $99,999), Silver Circle ($10,000 - $24,999),
Bronze Circle ($5,000 - $9,999), Cornerstone Circle ($2,000 - $4,999), Founder’s Circle ($1,000 - $1,999)

Fellowship for Performing Arts 630 Ninth Avenue, Suite 1409, New York, New York 10036
212.582.2920 info@fpatheatre.com FPAtheatre.com n FPANYC u @cslewisonstage
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NOTE FROM THE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

While experiencing a production by
Fellowship for Performing Arts, some
people are curious about what drives
our work.

FPA's objective is to engage and enter-
tain its patrons by telling stories from a
Christian worldview that have the power
to capture the imagination of a diverse
audience.

Our process begins with careful atten-
tion to selecting works we think can
accomplish this objective.

We also strive to execute our artistic
vision to the highest level of excellence
our budgets allow. Part of achieving this
is to attract a first-rate cast and creative
team.

I'm aware that, despite the best of
intentions, the notion of a “religious” play
might send up a yellow flag.

During our first New York season, sev-
eral reviewers expressed this skepticism
in print. One criticc upon discovering
our worldview, wrote “my heart sank”
Another made the understatement that
presenting plays from a place of religious
conviction “to a general audience is no
easy thing”

In both cases, it was the work that
turned them around. The first declared,
“l expected a preachy bore, not this
deliciously witty, theatrical treat that still
resonates and amuses the day after” He
went on, “I expect that, like the first, [the
next production] will be entertaining, very
well-staged and imbued with serious

Christian thought and an earnest invita-
tion to introspection.”

The second critic began by stating that
he was “Jewish by birth, liberal by convic-
tion and an atheist by observation and
introspection” He went on to express
“how much | admire the approach of
Fellowship for Performing Arts..They do
their work through a careful combina-
tion of good storytelling—craft comes
first...allowing any message implicit in the
material to take care of itself”

A third critic commented that
“Fellowship for Performing Arts offers
something that has been sorely missing
from the New York theater scene for far
too long: high-quality, challenging the-
ater from a Christian perspective. Most
impressively...they let the drama lead the
way, allowing us to debate what we have
witnessed on the trip home!”

Such feedback is welcomed. Art hints
at the deeper structures of reality. FPA
desires to create theatre that contributes
to a better understanding of that reality.
To do that requires honest, clear-eyed
storytelling that entertains and engages
its audiences. If a play doesn't do that, it
really doesn't matter what else it does.

Thank you for the privilege of attempt-
ing to do just that at this performance.

17"

Free Discussion Guide - Download Now
Stay In Touch - Get Our Newsletter

Tell Us What You Think - One-Minute Survey
FPAtheatre.com/keep-in-touch




“AMINIATURE MASTERPIECE.
POWERFUL FOR ANYONE WONDERING
ABOUT THE MEANING OF LIFE!”

- OS GUINNESS n ' rzee
“THE BEST CHRISTIAN MOVIE R —_— T
— PLUGGED IN_ “VERY WELL-WRITTEN AND ACTED.

TWO THUMBS UP!”
- PHILLIP YANCEY

“MAX MCLEAN BROUGHT JACK LEWIS VIVIDLY TO LIFE!
WE WERE MOVED TO TEARS!” - TIM & KATHY KELLER

AVAILABLE NOW ON
g amazon Apple TV P> GooglePlay (> YouTube o DVD & Blu-ray

CSLewisMovie.com



